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THE DOOR THAT NEVER CLOSED 
Pastor Jim Dunn  

 

John 20:19-31 

Jesus Appears to the Disciples 

19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where 

the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said 

to them, “Peace be with you.” 20 When he had said this, he showed them his hands 

and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to 

them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending 

you.” 22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive 

the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you withhold 

forgiveness from any, it is withheld.” 

Jesus and Thomas 

24 Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus 

came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to 

them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark 

of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 

26 Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. 

Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 

“Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my 

hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 

28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you 

believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 

have believed.” 

The Purpose of This Book 

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not 

written in this book; 31 but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 
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What do a mother and father do when their only child is lost at sea? That’s what Ricky 

and Robin Wright have been faced with since last June. On May 29th of last year, a 70-

foot sailboat named the Nina left New Zealand for Australia. On board, were seven 

crewmembers, including 19-year-old Danielle Wright. A few days later, one of the 

crewmembers used a satellite phone to call back to New Zealand for advice on 

where to head to avoid an oncoming storm. The last message sent from the Nina was 

on June 4th when one of the crewmembers sent a text stating that the boat’s storm 

sails had been shredded by a storm. Two weeks later, when the Nina still hadn’t arrived 

in Australia, an official search began. When it failed to turn up anything, Ricky and 

Robin Wright conducted their own search, spending $600,000 to do so. They even 

moved to Australia for three months to carry out the search full time. Ricky Wright 

earned a pilot’s license just so he could fly up and down the Australian coast in hopes 

of spotting anything. When Robin Wright was interviewed 2 months ago, she had this 

to say: “My daughter Danielle is adrift somewhere on the Pacific Ocean, but she’s 

keeping her spirits up with her six crewmates on their wooden sailboat, the Nina. 

They're collecting rainwater, rationing food, singing, telling travel stories and planning 

their next adventures.” What has been Ricky and Robin Wright’s response to their 

daughter being lost at sea? Their latest message posted on Facebook two weeks ago 

indicates they still have not given up hope that their daughter is alive. 

 

Then we consider Thomas, who had it on the word of his ten closest friends that Jesus 

was alive, and what was his response? He did not believe that Jesus was alive, and he 

wasn’t gonna believe unless he could see and touch the evidence for himself.  

Well, at some point after a loved one dies, you have to move on. You have to get on 

with the business of living. You have to go on with your life. Someday Ricky and Robin 

Wright may have to do that very thing. But was that what Thomas was doing? Was he 

going on with the business of living? Was he really living? When he was staying behind 

locked doors? 

 

 

 

 

 



 
3 

We Christians talk a lot about eternal life. When we hear the term “eternal life,” we 

think of time. We think of someday having unlimited minutes to live and to live with 

Jesus and our loved ones. And that is true. Eternal life is about time without end. But is 

eternal life only about time without end someday in the future? Isn’t eternal life also 

real life right now? When Jesus speaks about eternal life, isn’t He talking also about 

really living today, not just existing? Isn’t He talking about having the kind of life God 

has: fullness of life, completeness of life, life in which your peace and joy are 

complete? “I have come that they may have life and have it to the full,” Jesus says. 

(John 10:10) “Whoever hears My Word and believes Him who sent Me has eternal 

life…he has crossed over from death to life.” (John 5:24) Isn’t He talking about a full life 

lived today, full because it is lived in the fear and love of God?  

 

Was Thomas enjoying that kind of life locked behind closed doors, and living in fear 

not of God but of what was outside the door? For that matter, were any of the 

disciples at that moment really living? Because the other ten, who believed Jesus was 

alive again, were locked behind those same closed doors. Jesus had already visited 

them once behind locked doors. When Jesus appeared among them a second time, 

the doors were still locked.  

 

How do you explain that? How do you account for that? The ten believed Jesus was 

alive. The ten believed Jesus had risen from the dead. The ten believed Jesus’ tomb 

was open, but their doors were still closed. How was that possible? How is that still 

possible? It happens if we don’t apply Jesus’ resurrection to our own lives. It happens if 

we have the gift of eternal life, but are not living it. The tomb is open, but we can be 

closed. The tomb is open, but we can be closed up in fear and fretting about the 

godlessness outside our door and in the world. The tomb is open, but we can be 

closed up in worry and fear about our own welfare. The tomb is open, but we can be 

closed up in concern only for ourselves. If we fail to connect what we believe to how 

we behave, then we’re not really living. 
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Everybody wants their obituary to say that they lived a full life. Meaning either that 

they lived a long life or that they died too young but got the most out of life, lived life 

on the edge like Danielle Wright who liked to ride horses and who rode a sailboat 

across the Tasman Sea. Jesus has a different idea as to what a full life really is, and He 

wanted that full life for His disciples. So, He never stopped loving them. He never 

stopped forgiving them. He never gave up hope that they could still live, that they 

could live in faith, in the fear and love of God. That door never closed.  

 

When a person gives up hope about something they say, “That door closed a long 

time ago.” But Jesus’ hope of His disciples having faith, a living faith, a full life, that 

door never closed. Not when the disciples ran because of fear. Not when the disciples 

refused to budge because of fear. Jesus was always intent on putting a living faith in 

each one of them.  

 

It is said that when you look at the painting Doubting Thomas by Caravaggio, it 

appears that all eyes are on the scar caused by the spear that was thrust into Jesus’ 

side while He hung on the cross. All eyes are on the scar. Or are they? There are three 

disciples in the painting and three pairs of eyes fixed on Jesus’ side. But there is a fourth 

pair of eyes in the painting, and those are Jesus’ own eyes. Where is Jesus looking? Is 

he looking down at His own side, smiling with smug satisfaction that He has finally 

proven to Thomas that He is risen from the dead?  

 

No. Jesus’ eyes are fixed on His own hand, which is fastened around Thomas’ wrist, 

guiding Thomas’ hand to the scar in His side. Jesus is intent on bringing Thomas from 

disbelief to faith, from merely existing to really living. Jesus has risen from the dead, but 

His work is not over. Now He continues his saving mission to bring faith into the world by 

guiding His disciples to faith, leading His disciples out the door, and into the world. 

Caravaggio’s painting shows a Savior who won’t close the door on His disciples, but 

keeps giving us the chance to be part of His work of guiding people to faith. 
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Every week at church, the risen Savior reaches out with his scarred hands to keep 

guiding you into faith and real life. He reaches out through his Word and through 

Baptism and through the Lord’s Supper. He reaches out through things you can see 

and touch. The Word of God in our hands in Bible class sustains us in living faith and full 

life, life where belief is connected to behavior. After we have seen and touched the 

bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper, we hear the words of the dismissal, “Now may 

Jesus through His precious body and blood strengthen and keep you in faith in Him 

unto life everlasting.” Life eternal. Both in the future and right now. All the way through 

Sunday morning, Christ reaches out to you with His raw imprinted palms to draw you to 

Himself in faith, to give you eternal life now, to draw you out from your closed doors 

and withdrawal to your own concerns and your own fears to lead you forth in faith 

and mission. He will not give up hope. He will not close the door on you “so that you 

may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may 

have life in His name.” (John 20:31) 

 

Amen 


